Albany Academy Football Preview 2009 

The Albany Academy football team looks to have a strong season and improve upon last year’s 5-4 record.  Despite losing Ssection II receiving record-holder Jimmer Bennett as well as other strong seniors, this year’s team shows great potential.  Led by quarterback Hunter McCarthy and a strong offensive game, Academy looks to bombard opponents with offensive pressure.  Hunter enters his sophomore year at the Academy and with a year of varsity under his belt looks to have a breakout year.  Academy also has a triple-threat at the running back position with sophomore Zey Richardson, senior Connor Ferris, and senior Renel Potter looking to make big plays on the ground.  At wide receiver, Academy is hoping for strong showings by senior Kevin Finnin, junior Mike Vita, and freshman Jisiri Curri.  The combination of Hunter’s big arm and the constant threat of the running game will create chaos for opposing defenses.  If that weren’t enough the Cadets have an offensive line full of talent.  Four of the five spots are filled by seniors with the other being taken by JT Brogben, a junior transfer from Cushing Academy.  Chris Sianato will be the starting center surrounded by JT and Quadir Phillips playing tackle, and Dave Buran and Adam Miller at guard.  On the defensive side of the football Quadir and senior Taylor Clarke will look to pressure the quarterback both playing on the line.  Renel will be a factor on both sides of the football, being an important part of the defense at linebacker.  Joining him will be freshman Ian Bennett who looked good during preseason practices and hopes to gain a starting spot.  Zey will play a key role in the secondary as a starting safety and hopes to use his explosive speed to pick off the ball.  The schedule the Cadets will face has been described as “the hardest the seniors have seen” with crucial games coming up against Hudson Falls in week two and powerhouse Lansingburgh in week five.  With an already strong offense and a rapidly improving defense, Academy should have a strong season and will hopefully go deep into the playoffs.  

