Albany Academy Golf Preview 2009

The Albany Academy golf team looks to continue their dominance over the colonial council and hopes for it to carry over to sectionals.  The Academy golf team graduated  four of their top six golfers, but with a strong new incoming group, look to improve upon last year’s third place finish at sectionals.  This year’s team will be led by senior captain Tim Distefano, a four-year varsity member who hopes to make his first state appearance.  The other returning member of the varsity team is Matt Devito, a junior who captured the individual Colonial Council title last season and has the same end-of-the-year goal this year.  These two have good opportunities to win individually in councils and possibly sectionals as well as the task of carrying a young team with lots of promise for years to come.  Other members of the team looking to compete for the final four spots on the varsity roster are seniors Peter Alley and Ian Teal, both of whom have been doing a lot of golfing over the summer.  They will have to compete with young prospects like Ian’s younger brother Austin, a freshman, and sophomores Justin Brock and Matt Glazier, both of whom have the ability to make varsity if they can reach their potential.  Other freshman looking to make the team are Tom Featherstonhaugh and Tom Cassidy who will help to make the competition more intense.  These nine strong teammates will have to compete for six spots and with Tim and Matt seeming to have a stranglehold on the top two, that leaves seven men to fight for the last four spots.  This will make the battle much more heated and much more important.  Each member of the team will be pushed by their own teammates to play well to earn a spot.  This could turn out very well for Academy with each player improving to try and be on the varsity squad.  The key for this young team will be consistency and if they are able to master that they will have a good shot at winning sectionals.

