Albany Academy Soccer Preview 2009

The 2009 Albany Academy soccer team has their work cut out for them but expectations remain high.  Academy is faced with the loss of 9 starting seniors, only returning starters senior Joey Naparstek and junior Chris Breiner.  Joey transferred last season from Niskayuna and after sitting out games due to the transfer rule, made an impact later in the season offensively for the Cadets.  His strong play at midfield helped lead the team to the class A sectional semi-finals.  Chris Breiner was also a force at midfield and has showed promise during the preseason.  This year they will attempt to fill in the surrounding positions to lead the team to another winning season.  Other players will look to fill in the shoes of the graduated seniors; some of the important names being, senior forward Tyler McCarthy, senior midfielder Ankur Patel, and senior defenseman Matt Fillanova.  Tyler and Ankur will look to pair up with Joey and Chris and produce the goals for the team.  Joey, Tyler, and Ankur are all captains of the team this season.  The midfield and offense seem to have a strong core with enough experience to remain unitimidated by tough opponents such as rival Schalmont and Cobleskill-Richmondville.  On the other hand, Matt will work with graduated standout Taylor Esper’s younger brother Garrett to lead the defense.  Garrett is an incoming 9th-grader who looks to make an immediate impact on the defensive pressure set forth by Academy.  The defense lacks game experience and is likely to strengthen as the season progresses.  Other newcomers to the team include freshman Jordan Newton and 8th-grader John Moutopoulos.  Both of these young guns hope to help out on the offensive side of the ball and create strength that they can continue for years to come. An interesting twist has occurred for the Cadets that could add to their lack of experience on defense.  George Featherstonhaugh appeared to be the starting goaltender only to come down with mono shortly before the season began.  Now the team is faced with questions about if George will return and if not who will take his spot in net.  Freshman Hugh Fisher and senior Eric Stuckey seem to be the front runners right now for George’s spot and neither of them have any game experience as a varsity keeper.  The team has questions to answer and the beginning of the season will show how well they are able to adapt to varsity soccer and will prove if they can handle the pressure and put together another strong season.

